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UW Tri was dis
overed as a possible nova in 1983 by Kuro
hkin (1984). The dis
overywas 
ommuni
ated by Aksenov (1983). Argyle (1983) reported a

urate astrometry ofthis possible nova, but the la
k of spe
tros
opi
 observation made the nova identi�
ationin
on
lusive. Kuro
hkin (1984) reported that the obje
t rea
hed a maximum of 14.7 pg,and the outburst lasted at least 32 days. The light 
urve resembled a fast nova, but theextreme faintness and the high gala
ti
 latitude makes a normal nova unlikely. Anotherpossibility is a WZ Sge-type dwarf nova, a small subgroup of SU UMa-type dwarf novae(see Osaki 1996 for a review), whi
h also show a fast nova-like light 
urve and very long(typi
ally � 10 years) outburst re
urren
e time. The latter possibility suggested that thephenomenon 
an be re
urrent, and a sear
h for additional outburst was 
ondu
ted byseveral amateur astronomers.Meanwhile, the se
ond histori
al outburst was dete
ted by Vanmunster (1995). Thedete
tion was made on 1995 Mar
h 3.819 UT, at visual magnitude of 14.7. The outburstwas 
on�rmed by E. Broens and G. Poyner (Vanmunster 1995). James (1995) reporteda

urate astrometry of 02h45m17:s30, +33Æ31026:005 (J2000.0), whi
h 
on�rmed the absen
eof a 
ounterpart of POSS-I plates. Sin
e the presen
e of superhumps is the diagnosti
feature of SU UMa-type dwarf novae, we started time-resolved CCD photometry.The observations at Ouda Station, Kyoto University (Ouda) were done on eight nightsbetween 1995 Mar
h 5 and 20, using a CCD 
amera (Thomson TH 7882, 576�384 pixels,on-
hip 2 � 2 binning adopted) atta
hed to the Cassegrain fo
us of the 60-
m re
e
tor(Ohtani et al. 1992). An interferen
e �lter was used whi
h had been designed to reprodu
ethe Johnson V band. The exposure time was 60{180 s depending on the brightness ofthe obje
t. The frames were �rst 
orre
ted for standard de-biasing and 
at �elding, andwere then analyzed using the JavaTM-based PSF photometry pa
kage developed by oneof the authors (TK). The observations at Keele University (Keele) on two nights 1995Mar
h 7 and 12, using an ST-6 CCD 
amera and a Johnson V �lter, atta
hed to a 60-
mteles
ope. The exposure times were 30 s. Total numbers of useful frames were 216 (Ouda)and 421 (Keele). Both observatories used GSC 2329.320 (GSC magnitude 12.8) as the
omparison star, whose 
onstan
y during the run was 
on�rmed using GSC 2329.1501 andGSC 2329.534. By interpolating Ouda light 
urves and 
omparing Keele observations, the
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observations at Keele were found to be systemati
ally fainter than Ouda observations by0:m21. This systemati
 di�eren
e is probably 
aused by a small di�eren
e of the naturalsystems between these observatories, 
ombined with the blue 
olor of an outburstingdwarf nova. The di�eren
e will not signi�
antly a�e
t the following analysis. We �rst
orre
ted this systemati
 di�eren
e. Helio
entri
 
orre
tions to the observed times weremade before the following analysis.
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Figure 1. (Top) Overall light 
urve of UW Tri. Filled and open 
ir
les represent Ouda and Keeleobservations, respe
tively. (Bottom) Enlarged light 
urves of the �rst two nights.
The overall light 
urve is shown in Figure 1 (top). Ea
h point represent averagesand standard errors of nightly runs. The obje
t initially rapidly faded at a rate of 0.2mag d�1, and the fading later be
ame slower, reprodu
ing the 1983 outburst re
orded byKuro
hkin (1984). The outburst lasted at least for 17 days. Owing to the short visibilityin the evening, it is very diÆ
ult to make a �rm 
on
lusion on its intranight variation.
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Figure 2. Periodogram of UW Tri
We applied Phase Dispersion Minimization (PDM) method (Stellingwerf 1978) to thedata on the �rst two nights whi
h gave the best signal-to-noise ratio. The trend of linearde
line was subtra
ted before the analysis. The resultant theta diagram is shown inFigure 2. There are indi
ations of the presen
e of short-period modulations, attributableto superhumps. Together with the long re
urren
e time, this �nding strengthen thepossibility of UW Tri being a WZ Sge-type dwarf nova. It is virtually impossible to sele
tthe unique period among strong aliases 
lose to 0.051, 0.054 and 0.057 d. Sin
e almost allhydrogen-ri
h 
ata
lysmi
 variables have orbital periods longer than the period minimumof � 0:d055 (
f. Ritter and Kolb 1998), we adopted a period of 0:d0569 as the most likelyperiod. However, one must bear in mind that this period should be treated as the likelyone among several possibilities. By adding data points made on later nights, the resultsremained basi
ally un
hanged.The phase-averaged light 
urve by the period of 0:d0569 is shown in Figure 3. Thepro�le is 
hara
teristi
 to superhumps of SU UMa-type dwarf novae, but the amplitudeof 0:m07 is smaller than those (0.1{0.3 mag) in usual SU UMa-type dwarf novae. Giventhat observations were made during the rapidly fading, early epo
h of a superoutburst,this modulation may be better interpreted as low-amplitude \early superhumps", 
hara
-teristi
 to WZ Sge-type dwarf novae (Kato et al. 1996; Matsumoto et al. 1998; Kato et al.1998). Phase-averaging of the late-phase observations had a severe diÆ
ulty with theirlow signal-to-noise ratio and short individual runs. By assuming the 0.0569-d period, theKeele data give � 0:m1 amplitudes both on Mar
h 7 and 12, suggesting that the variationmay have evolved as in other WZ Sge-type stars, but the result should be treated with
aution be
ause the dete
tion was marginal. The quies
en
e 
ounterpart of UW Tri wasdis
overed by Robertson et al. (2000) at a magnitude of B = 22:6{22.9, and astrometryend �gures of 17:s29, 26:0031, whi
h are in ex
ellent agreement with James's astrometry inoutburst (1995). This makes the outburst amplitude of � 8:m0, whi
h is very similar tothat (� 8:m5) of WZ Sge. All the available observations support that UW Tri is similar toWZ Sge, in large outburst amplitude, long re
urren
e time, and short superhump period.
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Figure 3. Phase-averaged light 
urve of UW Tri
Con�rmation of these properties, as well as spe
tros
opi
 
on�rmation of its 
lassi�
ation,is strongly en
ouraged in future outbursts.The authors are grateful to VSNET members, for providing vital observations andinformation, espe
ially to Tonny Vanmunster for promptly notifying the outburst.
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