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CIAql is a reurrent nova with two reords of outbursts in 1917 and 2000. Reurrentnovae are one of sublasses of atalysmi variables (CVs; e.g., see Warner, 1995 for areview) known as very fast novae and haraterized by onsiderably shorter intervals ofoutbursts ompared with those of lassial novae. In the 2000 outburst of CI Aql, however,the initial deline was notieably slow, whih was omparable to that of a moderatelyfast nova (Matsumoto et al., 2001), and the later plateau phase lasting 1.4{1.7 yr wasexeptionally long (Lederle & Kimeswenger, 2003; Matsumoto et al., 2003). Kato et al.(2002) pointed out that a reurrent nova IM Nor, whose outbursts were reorded in 1920and 2002, showed a similar timesale in the light-urve evolution in the 2002 outburst.These reent �ndings suggest the existene of a new lass of reurrent novae with slowerevolutions and longer intervals of outbursts, i.e., intermediates between lassial novaeand reurrent novae.We obtained optial spetra of CI Aql on 2001 May 11, 375 days after the reordedmaximum, by using a liquid-nitrogen ooled CCD (EEV CCD15-11/UV) attahed to alassial Cassegrain telesope with a 101-m aperture at Bisei Astronomial Observatory.Our low-dispersion mode derived a 162 �A mm�1 (orresponding to 4:5 �A pixel�1) imagesale and wavelength overage of 4400 �A with enter-wavelength of 5700 �A. The exposuretime for the objet was set to 1200 s, and four objet frames were obtained in total(Table ). The phase range of the exposures was between 0.82{0.90, using the ephemerisgiven in Mennikent & Honeyutt (1995). A marginal part of eah frame (< 4500 �A), inwhih sensitivity of the CCD is extremely low, was trimmed prior to proedures of dataredutions performed by using the iraf1. Wavelength alibrations were made with anFe-Ne lamp, and we used HR 7596 (= 58 Aql) as a standard for ux alibrations. Finally,all four spetra were averaged (Figure 1). The signal-to-noise ratio of the ontinuumdetermined over 5000 �A to 7000 �A was about 10.The optial spetrum showed a mildly reddened ontinuum that was brighter than inthe previous quiesene, whih on�rmed that the objet was still over the quiesent levelthough lose to it, as ompared with the quiesent spetrum given in Greiner et al. (1996).1iraf is distributed by the National Optial Astronomy Observatories, whih are operated by the Assoiation ofUniversities for Researh in Astronomy, In., under ooperative agreement with the National Siene Foundation. Seehttp://iraf.noao.edu/ for more information.
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Table 1: Log of the spetrosopi observation on 2001 May 11.HJD at mid exposure exp. time orbital phase2452041.1804 1200 s 0.822452041.1956 1200 s 0.852452041.2130 1200 s 0.882452041.2283 1200 s 0.90
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Figure 1. Averaged spetrum of CI Aql on 2001 May 11.
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It is known that the optial spetrum of CI Aql in quiesene is haraterized byabsorption lines of the Balmer series whih usually indiates non-CV nature, while Heiiat 4686 �A and Ciii{Niii omplex at � 4600 �A are observed as emission features, on areddened ontinuum (Mennikent & Honeyutt, 1995; Greiner et al., 1996).In our spetrum, H� emission line was learly identi�ed. We found that the FWZI wasabout 4800 km s�1 and the equivalent width was �10 �A. The doubly-peaked emissionfeature whih had been observed in an earlier phase of the 2000 outburst (Kiss et al., 2001;Matsumoto et al., 2001) beame a single-peaked one in this later phase. Suh evolutionof the line pro�le is similar to those observed in outbursts of a reurrent nova U So(Anupama & Dewangan, 2000) suspeted to have a similar on�guration of the binarysystem to CI Aql (Hahisu et al., 2000; Hahisu et al., 2003 and referenes therein). Thewing of the H� was aompanied by a symmetri broad omponent, whih likely reetshigh-speed outowing suh as an expanding shell by the outburst, but ontributions of[Nii℄ emission lines at both sides of H� (e.g., O'Brien & Cohen, 1998) are also possible.Heii �4686 emission line was weakly present. Ciii{Niii omplex at� 4600 �A was marginal.A probable emission line at � 4946 �A met no �rm identi�ation. H� was not deteted,whih suggest this line was in transition from emission to absorption. Satter at � 5800 �Awas likely aused by relatively noisy frames (the �rst and seond ones) in the proess ofaveraging.Finally, the Na i �5893 line was seen in absorption. The presene of DIB absorptionfeatures (e.g., at 6278 �A) suggests that the NaD line, originating from the seondary star,may have been signi�antly ontaminated by interstellar or irumstellar matter ausingthe reddened ontinuum.
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