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OP Aql AND V926 Aql
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Presenting aurate oordinates for all atalogued variable stars, espeially for thoseoriginally announed with only approximate positional information and no �nding harts,is an urgent task in our era of extensive automati variable star surveys, and onsiderablee�ort is being dediated to it (f. Samus et al., 2002). In the ourse of a large-sale projetaimed at improving positions for many variable stars disovered at Harvard Observatory(Webbink et al., 2002), a ase of onfusion onerning OP Aql and V926 Aql was revealed.This paper desribes the irumstanes and announes deisions taken by the SonnebergObservatory and by the team of the General Catalogue of Variable Stars (GCVS) tominimize onfusion.The disovery of Harvard variable star HV 5469, of unknown type or period, wasannouned by Ho�eit (1932). This star was soon named OP Aql (Guthnik & Prager1932), though it remained unstudied. The disoverer did not publish a �nding hart.Several deades later in Sonneberg, Gessner (1959) found that OP Aql was an elipsingstar with 3:d227797 period, and published a �nding hart. The hart shows two variablestars, one of them labeled OP Aql, and the other one S 5341. Gessner announed thelatter star as a new disovery, also an Algol, with a period of 2:d97303. Kukarkin, Efremov,& Kholopov (1960) assigned S 5341 the GCVS designation V926 Aql. Several minimahave sine been published for eah of these two stars by amateur astronomers.A searh in the plate staks of the Harvard Observatory, using Ho�eit's original note-books, shows beyond doubt that the original HV 5469 is atually the star labeled S 5341in Gessner (1959), whereas OP Aql in the same hart is a new variable disovered byGessner.In order to minimize further onfusion, we take the following deisions.We announe that V926 Aql = HV 5469 = S 5341, and thus OP Aql is a new elipsingvariable disovered by Gessner (1959). This is sarely the �rst ase of a variable star



2 IBVS 5275
having both HV and Sonneberg Ver�anderliher Stern numbers. With the designationHV 5469 transferred to V926 Aql, the �nding hart in Gessner (1959) remains quiteorret, and the ephemeris of eah variable remains orret as published. The �ndinghart for OP Aql in Tsesevih & Kazanasmas (1971) also shows the right star. We giveOP Aql the new Sonneberg number, S 10948. We hope that astronomers will not be takenabak by the paradox that the name \OP Aql" had been �rst introdued deades beforethe variable now alled OP Aql was atually disovered. Figure 1 presents a DigitizedSky Survey �nding hart of OP Aql and V926 Aql, with the relevant identi�ations givenin the aption.The GCVS work is supported, in part, by grants from the Russian Foundation for BasiResearh (02-02-16069) and from the program of support for leading sienti� shools ofRussia (00-15-96627). Partiipation by RFW is supported in part by U.S. National SieneFoundation grant AST-9618462. The Digitized Sky Survey images are provided by theHubble Spae Telesope Siene Institute under support from grant NAG W-2166 of theUSA Government.

Figure 1. The photographi 100�100 �nding hart for OP Aql and V926 Aql (from the blue-light imageof the Seond Digitized Sky Survey). 1: OP Aql = S 10948 = GSC 1058.0287 (19h48m08:s3, +9Æ2004500,2000.0). 2: V926 Aql = HV 5469 = S 5341 = GSC 1062.0024 (19h48m13:s4, +9Æ2304300, 2000.0).Referenes:Gessner, H. 1959, Mitt. Ver�and. Sterne, 1, Nr. 390, 391Guthnik, P., Prager, R. 1932, Astr. Nahr., 247, 121Ho�eit, D. 1932, Harvard Obs. Bull., No. 887Kukarkin, B.V., Efremov, Yu.I., Kholopov, P.N. 1960, First Supplement to the SeondEdition of the General Catalogue of Variable Stars (Mosow: Astr. Counil Aad.Si. U.S.S.R. and Sternberg State Astr. Inst., Univ. Mosow)Samus, N.N., Goranskii, V.P., Durlevih, O.V., Zharova, A.V., Kazarovets, E.V., Pas-tukhova, E.N., Hazen, M.L., Tsvetkova, T.M. 2002, Astronomy Letters, 28, 174Tsesevih, V.P., Kazanasmas, M.S. 1971, Atlas of Finding Charts for Variable Stars,Mosow: NaukaWebbink, R.F., Hazen, M.L., Ho�eit, D. 2002, IBVS (submitted)


