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The �rst known outburst of CI Aquilae was disovered on Heidelberg plates reordedin June 1917 (Reinmuth 1925) and lassi�ed as a possible nova by D�urbek (1987). Themeasured maximum of the outburst wasmpg � 11m and thus rather low, but obviously thereal maximum has been missed. Williams (2000) found, that this nova outburst had beenreorded before on Harvard College Observatory patrol plates from 1917; he measured amaximum of 8:m6.On April 28, 2000 Takamizawa et al. (2000) disovered a probable nova in Aquila withmV � 10m whih seems to be idential with the 1917 nova. It reahed its peak in thebeginning of May at about 8:m7, whih is 7:m5 above the quiesent phase (Szkody 1994). Ifno outbursts were missed between 1917 and 2000, CI Aql has the longest period (83 years)of all reurrent novae so far known.We obtained near infrared photometries of this objet using the DENIS instrument(Ephtein et al. 1997) at the ESO 1-m telesope in La Silla in the period from May 10(about 12 days after outburst) to July 1, 2000. The images were taken simultaneously inall three bands Gunn-I (0.82 �m), J (1.25 �m) and Ks (2.15 �m). The exposure time ofeah image was 9 seonds in I and 11 seonds in J and K. Eah band was observed with�ve to seven images while moving the soure around in the �eld of view. This was used toeliminate errors due to loal at�eld e�ets, and to be able to obtain the sky bakgroundusing the iso-airmass median sky �ltering. Thus, the intrinsi noise within one set ould beredued to 0:m01. The uxes of the nova and two nearby omparison stars were measuredusing the SExtrator software (Bertin & Arnouts 1996). The magnitudes of the novawere alulated relative to the two omparison stars, whih were then alibrated usingthe DENIS online zero points. The di�erene of the measured magnitudes of the twoomparison stars indiate the overall quality of the measurements. The errors are 0:m013in I, 0:m031 in J and 0:m023 in K.Fig. 1 shows the light urve of CI Aql (a) in 1917 as measured from photographi plates,(b) in 2000 from visual data and () in 2000 from our NIR data, all in the same sale. Ineah of the three ases the absissa overs a range of 120 days. The light urve (b) ontainsmostly data ontributed to the AAVSO database by amateur astronomers (Mattei 2000).The �lled symbols are photometries obtained using CCDs, the open symbols are visualestimates and an therefore ontain signi�ant errors. Espeially after the end of July(MJD 51750), when the magnitude of the nova has fallen below 13m, there is a prettylarge straggling of the data. The light urve shows a rather slow deline ompared to
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Figure 1. The light urve of CI Aql (a) in 1917, (b) 2000 in the visual, () 2000 in near-infrared
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other reurrent novae (t2 � 25 days). The NIR deline is of about the same order as thevisual deline. On June 27 (MJD 51722) we took three sets of images in intervals of about20 minutes, and we ould not �nd any short-term variation with this period.
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Figure 2. The olor indies I � J and J �K of CI Aql between June 14 and July 4, 2000
While the nova gets bluer in I � J (Fig. 2), the reddening in J �K around June 25,2000 (MJD 51720) may indiate the start of a dust formation episode. J �K was about0:m36 on May 11/12. The derease in I � J is onsistent with a reovery from the 0:m7dip in the visual (Fig. 1b) between MJD 51700 and 51720 aused by the formation of adust shell. The inrease of J � K may be a sign of the onset of the formation of veryhot dust partiles ausing the next dip in the visual light urve starting at MJD 51730.Using typial dust formation radii of 1011 m (Kimeswenger & Koller 2000), this gives anestimate for the veloity of the dust drift of a few hundreds of km/s.Furthermore, we obtained a omposite spetrum of CI Aql with the Innsbruk 60-mtelesope on May 14, 2000 (MJD 51679), about two weeks after the outburst of the nova(marked with an arrow in Fig. 1b). We took two or three spetra of every region withan exposure time of 1800 seonds eah. The spetrograph was used with a grating of240 lines/mm, giving a resolution of about 2.4 �A/pixel on the CCD. Di�erent spetra ofthe same region show no di�erenes, whih indiates that the error is smaller than 10%of the ontinuum. Therefore, the various features at the emission lines are real and notaused by noise. The spetrum, shown in Fig. 3, shows a at ontinuum from 4000 to9000 �A and strong emission lines (1.5 to 9 times the ontinuum). The FWHM rangefrom 3400 km/s (in ase of H�) up to 7400 km/s (in ase of [NII℄). The emission linepro�les vary signi�antly between the di�erent speies: the lines with higher veloitiesare asymmetrial and show multiple peaks, the lines with lower veloities exhibit a singleasymmetri peak.Aknowledgements: This work was supported by the FWF projet P11675-AST. Wethank the DENIS onsortium (PI N. Ephtein, Observatoire de la Côte d'Azur, Nie)for being able to do these additional observations. We have used data from the AAVSOInternational Database, based on observations submitted to the AAVSO by variable starobservers worldwide.
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Figure 3. Composite spetrum of CI Aql taken on May 14, 2000
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