
COMMISSIONS 27 AND 42 OF THE IAUINFORMATION BULLETIN ON VARIABLE STARSNumber 4189 Konkoly ObservatoryBudapest5 May 1995HU ISSN 0374 { 0676X PERSEIThe Be/X-ray binary X Persei is the optical counterpart of X-ray pulsar 4U 0352+30.Possible orbital period of the system is the 580 day periodicity detected in the radialvelocities of the Balmer lines (Hutchings, 1977), in spite of existence of some doubts(Penrod & Vogt, 1985). The star is a known optical variable on time scales from minutesto years. The most comprehensive optical light curve over the past decades is presentedby Roche et al. (1993).X Per has been observed with 60 cm telescope and photon counting photometer of theNational Astronomical Observatory Rozhen. HR1197 (V=6.25, B�V=0.20, U�B=0.14)served as the comparison star. The APR software (Kirov et al., 1993) was used duringthe data reduction.Our data are summarized in Table 1. Figure 1 presents the V band light curve overthe period 1986-1995. Our observations showed the optical low state that began in themid-1990 �nished in the spring of 1993. Since this time the star has been in optical highstate. A clear similarity between the light maximum in 1987-1988 and that in 1993-1994is visible. The displacement is about 2400 days, i.e. 4 times larger than the supposedorbital period.The last observations indicate that the optical high state is almost over and X Per isgoing to a new low state now. May be the star will lose its circumstellar disk again as itwas observed in 1990 (Norton et al., 1991; Roche et al., 1993).
Figure 1. V band light curve of X Per. Circles indicate our data. The light curve beforeJD2448500 is taken from Roche et al. (1993).
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