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PHOTOMETRY OF SUPERNOVA 1987A

Observations were commenced at Boyden Observatory of the
Supernova 1987A on the 27th February 1987; news of the outburst
had reached us that morning via the South African Astronomical
Observatory.

The 4lcm reflector was used in this work, with an EMI 6256A
photomultiplier tube in an uncooled housing and pulse counting
electronics.

The brightness of SN1987A and the reasonably low dark count of
this tube ensured a good signal to noise ratio, making cooling
unnecessary under the normal night ambient conditions at Boyden.

The results of the B and V measurements are tabulated overleaf,

The values indicate that for at least two months following its
outburst the brightness in B has increased steadily following a
decrease during the first days; for V the increase has been
effectively continuous over this period.
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